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 "To advocate for and protect the rights of all New Zealanders who fish for food or fun"  

Our primary role is to provide information on recreational fishing matters so that it remains available for all who have an 
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May the holes in your net be smaller than the fish in it 

Should you not wish to receive these news updates, please Email John a.f.n@ihug.co.nz 

The aims and objectives of this Monthly News is to act as a communication conduit to the wider fishing public 

 

http://www.recfish.co.nz/
mailto:a.f.n@ihug.co.nz
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Amateur Fishing News  
 

This monthΩs Quote 

The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable, a perpetual 

series of occasions for hope. 

Volcanic cloud has silver lining for Kiwi salmon producer 
TUESDAY, 27 APRIL 2010  

 

Continued on Next Page 

 FOR New Zealand salmon producer 

NZ King Salmon thereôs been a silver 

lining to the grey volcanic cloud that 

descended on Europe in April. 

When flights to and from the 

continent were cancelled because of 

fallout from the eruption of Icelandôs 

Mt Eyjafjallajokull, the New Zealand 

company stepped in to meet urgent 

fish orders in the Middle East and 

Asia. 

Company sales staff had arrived at 

work on a Monday morning to find fax 

machines and emails brimming with 

salmon orders. Air shipments of 

Atlantic salmon from European 

suppliers had been grounded. 

NZ King Salmon CEO Grant 

Rosewarne says customers in Dubai, 

Bangkok, Singapore, Osaka and 

Tokyo all upped their orders 

substantially because of the 

groundings. 

ñDubaiôs order was 100 times the 

norm while the other orders doubled,ò 

Mr Rosewarne says.  

Fortunately NZ King Salmon was able 

to fulfil the urgent orders by doubling 

its daily harvest early in the week- an 

extra 10,000 fish - and by putting on 

an extra shift. 

Mr Rosewarne says the orders were 

great news in terms of sales and the 

company was pleased to be able to 

help out its valued customers in times 

of need. 

ñBut it has also been important in that 

we have been able to provide the 

opportunity for many more diners in 

those markets to experience our 

premium King salmon as opposed to 

the more common Atlantic salmon. 

 ñWe also believe those customers 

sampling NZ King salmon from New 

Zealand have noticed its significant 

differences to Atlantic salmon - our 

superior taste, vibrant colour, firm 

texture and naturally-high Omega-3 

content. 

ñWe certainly expect that for many of 

them it will not prove to be a one-off 

experience.ò 

NZ King Salmon is New Zealandôs 

biggest integrated aquaculture 

producer and the worldôs biggest 

farmer and supplier of the King 

salmon variety. King salmon has the 

highest natural oil content of all 

salmon - a rich source of healthy 

Omega-3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UnitedFuture leader Peter Dunne 

has welcomed the Governmentôs 

launch of a recreational fishing survey 

today, however he has warned that 

the results may ñmake pretty grim 

readingò. 

ñI am pleased with the Ministerôs 

announcement,ò said Mr Dunne, 

ñhowever, I fear that the information 

we get back from the survey will 

make pretty grim reading for the 

future of recreational fishing in New 

Zealand.ò 

ñFor the survey to have the necessary 

impact it needs to be as robust as 

possible, there is no point in papering 

over the problems. However, I also 

do not wish to see this used as a 

cynical attempt to impose a licensing 

system on recreational anglers 

either.ò 

ñOur common, traditional right to 

harvest from the sea is increasingly 

under threat, the commercial fishing 

industry and the priority it receives 

through the Quota Management 

System has endangered the ability of 

Kiwis to catch fish for the table.ò 

ñQuota allocation contracts sold to 

foreign fishing companies are having 

a detrimental effect on the 

sustainability of the fishery and also 

the commercial industry here.ò  

ñRust-bucket Taiwanese, Chinese 

and Russian vessels are pillaging our 

fishery using questionable techniques 

while getting away with exploitative 

 
Media Statement 

Recreational fishing survey to make grim reading - Dunne 
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Marlborough Sounds Blue Cod/Set Net Bans Discriminatory? 
by Tony Orman 

 

Article Continued on next page 

The controversial bans on set net 
fishing on the South Island's east 
coast and blue cod fishing in the 
Marlborough Sounds are causing 
frustration and exasperation, 
because (a) there is no justification 
and (b) the recreational sector is 
banned while commercial and 
customary can still fish or operate 
on a voluntary ban. 

 
 A recent court case decision on the 
set net ban, currently being reviewed 
by the Ministry of Fisheries, has 
opened the way for the commercial 
sector to fish along much, if not all, of 
the coastline.  It would have seemed 
logical to apply the same ruling to 
recreational set netters. 
 
But let's go back to the beginning as 
to the purpose of the set net ban. It 
was supposedly to protect dolphins 
and in particular the Hector dolphin. 
Last year a deputation from the 
Marlborough Recreational Fishers' 
Association met the minister Phil 
Heatley and the Nelson-Marlborough 
ministry fishery manager. A direct 
question to the manager asked if 
there had ever been dolphin deaths 
attributed to recreational set netting. 
The answer was no. 
 
"Not one dolphin death by a 
recreational set net has been 
recorded?" was reiterated. 
 
 The answer was "no." 
 
 A look at the ban on blue cod fishing 
in the Marlborough Sounds shows 
little or no justification.  
 
But before that ban came in, all 
recreational fishing was to be banned 
under a ministry proposal. 
Locals were angry at Ministry of 
Fishery plans to close down all hook 
and line fishing in the Marlborough 
Sounds.        

The Ministry claimed on their 
research, that blue cod stocks had 
been decimated by recreational 
fishing. The solution, ban all 
recreational hook and line fishing. As 
Scott Williamson of Ministry of 
Fisheries, Nelson, put it the "best 
available science available shows 
that this (blue cod) fishery is "in 
serious decline." 
It's a pat phrase - "the best available 
science ." 
         
But really, is there a cod crisis? 
 
At public meetings organised by the 
Marlborough Recreational Fishers 
Association, speakers from the floor, 
strongly disagreed. Some examples:- 
 
Mark Baxter, charter boat operator 

doing 200 trips a year. "There are 
many more fish in the Sounds than 
previously." 
 
Ken Rowe:- I fish Tory Channel 

every day, -there are plenty of blue 
cod out there.           
 
Steve George of Craglee Lodge:- Is 

there a cod crisis? Last year was the 
best year in our bay for blue cod, the 
biggest being 62 cms. In August we 
were getting 40-50 cm cod regularly. I 
believe the fishery is in good heart. 
         
So what the "best available science" 
that Ministry of Fisheries bureaucrats 
claimed was used? 
         
NIWA researchers did their research 
over 10 years each September, a 
poor choice of a month since blue 
cod are spawning, probably out of the 
Sounds. One speaker said it was 
"mickey mouse science." Despite that 
the NIWA study showed for the outer 
Sounds, stocks had increased in 
some zones while in the inner 
Sounds, stocks had shown little 
change and were stable. 

         
The Ministry's poor consultation came 
in for attack. The ministry declined to 
hold public meetings, so the 
Marlborough Recreation Fishers 
Association, filled the gap. 
         
And on the ministry's research Lloyd 
Hanson dismissively commented 
"Contrary to ministry claims of the  
best scientific evidence, there is a 
paucity of research."             
        
Feeling the heat following the two 
fiery meetings, the Ministry of 
Fisheries and then Minister Jim 
Anderton backed off the plan to close 
most of the Marlborough Sounds to 
recreational fishing and decided to 
just ban fishing for blue cod. 
         
Hand in hand with the blue cod ban, 
the Minister and his ministry, 
announced another ban - to prohibit 
the use of set nets in the Sounds and 
down the east coast of the South 
Island. 
         
The set net ban was said to save the 
Hector and other dolphins. Sets nets 
have been set for probably centuries 
from Maori occupation and through 
European settlement times to catch 
moki and butterfish around rocks and 
kelp. 
         
The Marlborough Recreational 
Fishers Association publicly 
challenged Minister Anderton and the 
Ministry's Williamson to list instances 
of recreational set nets catching 
dolphin. Set nets are set by kelp and 
rocks for butterfish and moki and not 
in dolphin habitat. 
While the blue cod ban will not apply 
to customary iwi or commercial 
fishers - the latter having a voluntary 
ban - the set net ban did affect 
commercial fishers who mounted a 
legal challenge against the Minister, 
the decision which was recently 
released, lifting much of the ban for 
that sector, but not recreational 

crew employment conditions and 

standards far below what is expected 

of any domestic operation.ò  

ñThe Government needs to address 

these practices while also obligating 

foreign companies to hire New 

Zealand crew or at least process their 

catch here. At present we get zero 

economic benefit from the 

degradation of our fish stocks.ò 

ñUnitedFuture believes the Fisheries 

Act needs to be amended to ensure 

that recreational fishers have a 

priority right over the commercial 

fishing sector to access a reasonable 

daily bag-limit of both shellfish and 

finfish.ò 

ñThe over-fishing of New Zealandôs 

waters is not due to the recreational 

sector, so why should they be 

penalised to fight for the scraps left to 

them by the increasingly 

unsustainable commercial quota,ò 

said Mr Dunne. 

ENDS 

Contact: Hayden Cox 
04 8176991 
021917339 
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Two good photos on next page 

fshers. 
         
Long time experienced fishermen like 
Roger Randall of Blenheim who 
declared in the "Marlborough 
Express" that blue cod fishing in the 
inner Sounds has improved in the last 
four or five years. 
         
"Current stocks are the best they 
have been for many years," he says. 
         
One Wellington fisher who owns a 
holiday home in the Sounds, said she 
was appalled the Minister of 
Fisheries,  made a decision on the 
basis of what appears to be 
inaccurate and flawed scientific 
evidence. 
         
Another bone of contention is that 
while Marlborough Sounds has, prior 
to the ban, had a three cod limit, just 
outside the Sounds, the bag limit is 
20 which Wellington boats frequently 
cross Cook Strait to take advantage 
of. Now with a proposed ban on any 

blue cod fishing for Marlborough 
people, the 20 cod limit remains in 
place. 
         
The Marlborough Recreational 
Fishers Association have long 
advocated a six cod limit everywhere. 
         
One informed source with an 
impressive scientific background 
questioned the ministry's 
assumptions. 
         
" There is a lot about blue cod not 
moving very far and spawning on 
their home reef.  But there is a lack of 
detail though to explain how they 
know this, particularly for the inner 
Sounds." 
         
He pointed out the absence of roe in 
cod caught within the Sounds, and 
the difficulty in catching any cod 
inside the sounds at this time of year, 
would suggest they do indeed go 
somewhere else to spawn. 
         
The Marlborough Recreational 
Fishers Association looked to the 
New Zealand Recreational Fishing 
Council for support in fighting the 
unjust bans. A reply was vague and 
not encouraging. Then more recently 
at a public meeting in Blenheim, the 
Nelson-based president of NZRFC 
told the audience, NZRFC had sided 
with then minister Jim Anderton's 
decision to impose a blue cod ban. It 
was disappointing to put it politely. 
        
 Where has it gone since then? 
         
A Blue Cod Management Group was 
set up by the ministry and 
appointments made. A ministry 
official chairs the group. But progress 
has been woefully slow.  There has 

been signs of personality and 
parochial politics too. Although it is a 
Marlborough Sounds issue, 
representation for Marlborough 
fishers is in the minority. 
         
There was no credible evidence to 
show that the blue cod fishery before 
and since the ban was implemented, 
was in any crisis. 
         
The Marlborough Recreational 
Fishers Association is keen to 
enhance the fishery and educate the 
public into using one hook rigs and 
barbless hooks and to "limit the kill, 
not kill the limit. The association 
offered manual help with research but 
it has never been taken up. The 
association has advocated a simple 
anglers' diary scheme to give data. 
         
Research is urgently needed as to 
where blue cod spawn. Commercial 
fishers say it is the east coast south 
of Blenheim, the eggs then drifting 
north on the prevailing current to 
"seed" the Sounds. The ministry say 
cod spawn where they live, although 
not certain. Yet the ministry allowed 
Otago cod potters to come north and 
in a few weeks, catch 13,000 tonnes 
of blue cod from the likely spawning 
area, along the east coast. That 
equates to 13,000 one kg sized blue 
cod. Blue cod begin spawning at 20 
cms so those were all potentially 
spawning fish. 
         
Locals are frustrated and also angry 
since many and good sized blue cod 
are being caught in the ban area as a 
"by-catch. 
Is it killing the "goose that lays the 
golden egg"? 
         
Meanwhile in the Sounds, the fishery 
shows no sign of the ministry 
allegations of a crisis or as one 
ministry bureaucrat said on National 
Radio of blue cod becoming extinct. 
As an example, on one occasion, 
within sight of Picton and Waikawa 
marina while fishing for sea perch, in 
an hour's fishing, three of us, caught - 
and released -  a dozen blue cod, 
smallest 35 cms with most 40 to 45 
cms and one as big as 50 cms. 
         
A 30 cm legal size limit cod is about 6 
years old so either the cod were there 
all along or have moved in. The ban 
had had nothing to do with it. 
         
The ban has had a detrimental effect 
on areas adjacent to the ban 
boundaries with fishing pressure 
concentrated and fish stocks 
depleted.  In addition, caught and 
released cod, will inevitably result in 
mortality. Of the dozen blue cod cited 
above, two or three were inexplicably 
bleeding from the gills but had to be 
returned. It has been poor fishery 

management. 
         
To his credit minister Phil Heatley 
said he wanted the ban lifted "sooner 
than later" implying he did not want it 
to run the four year term. But it seems 
the bureaucracy is intent on 
prolonging the ban perhaps to at least 
four years - all for no sound or 
scientific reason. 
         
Is there another agenda? In one 
reported incident a member of former 
fishery minister Jim Anderton's 
parliamentary staff, told a 
Marlborough fisher in conversation 
"Get used to the ban. One day the 
Sounds will be a giant marine reserve 
with no (recreational) fishing." 
         
The ministry is now talking of the 
need for an abundance survey. 
Anglers with by-catches in the ban 
area, have virtually been conducting 
"an abundance survey." If the ministry 
had a smidgen of initiative, at the time 
of the ban, it could have implemented 
a diary scheme for recreational 
fishers to ascertain the numbers and 
size of blue cod caught as a by-catch. 
The ministry call for an abundance 
survey smacks of more bureaucratic 
procrastination. 
     
In my opinion, the two bans are 
discriminatory against the 
recreational fishing sector. Customary 
and commercial are not banned on 
fishing for blue cod or set netting - 
only recreational fishers are. 
         
Attitudes are hardening. The 
Marlborough Recreational Fishers' 
Association is against amateur bag 
limit reductions unless (a) they are 
justified and (b) customary and 
commercial catch limits are reduced 
by the same amount. 
         
It in other words it has to fair and not 
discriminatory. 
         
Meanwhile anglers, increasingly 
angry at the continuation of the two 
bans, are calling for action from the 
reinstated minister Phil Heatley. 
         
Who are the winners of this saga? 
Well recreational fishers are losing 
their traditional right to fish. The 
ministry? Well it has been a 
disastrous PR exercise for them with 
public confidence and faith ebbing to 
a low level. They have definitely lost 
in the public perception. 
         
And let's not forget it's the public who 
pay the wages of both bureaucrats 
and minister. 
        
 And the set ban in particular and the 
blue cod ban, are clearly 
discriminatory. 
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As the editor of Amateur Fishing News I would like to thank  Nelson Cross, Alan Key and Laurel Teirney for the 

hard work and effort they have put in to trying to improve and strengthen the way in which recreational fishing is 

represented  in New Zealand, God knows we need something better that what we have at present, 

It is evident that the old saying You need to learn to walk before you can run applies to recreational fishing 

representation. 

Three will always be those within both the recreational as well as the commercial sectors that feel their way is 

the only way or that donôt show much respect the views or opinions others 

Your patience in dealing with communications must be commended, it is not easy dealing with the expectations 

of some Interested parties. 

Job well done 

 

John Friend 

Editor Amateur Fishing News 

 

 

 

SECURING A FISHING FUTURE 
 

  

Marlborough Sounds 

Blue Cod 

No Cod you say 

Right Sally with a 53cm Cod  

and  

Left Clarissa from Germany with another 

 

 We really appreciate the time 
and effort you made to attend our 
meeting of national fishing 
organisations in Auckland.  
  
Your feedback and suggestions 
about the ideas we 
presented were of particular value 
to us. On the basis of your input 
we have developed and 
refined the proposal further since 
the meeting. What we have now 
is an improved proposal that 
differs somewhat to our 
presentation in Auckland.  
  
As we promised, the meeting 
record and the presentation are 
attached. This should enable you 

based organisations. Should the 
meeting have been held in 
another center this may not have 
happened. 
  
We look forward to making 
progress towards a unified 
recreational fishing sector 
together with your organisation 
and once again thank you for your 
contribution at the meeting. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Nelson Cross, Alan Key and 
Laurel Teirney 

 

to seek the views of some of your 
members should you wish to. A 
response time of 30 days was 
suggested at the meeting. If you 
would also like to make further 
comments we would welcome 
those. 
  
We very much regret the fallout 
from not inviting Ngapuhi or Ngati 
Whatua to the meeting. We 
intended, and still do, to seek 
advice about what is the most 
appropriate way to engage with 
Iwi on a national basis. 
The "testing the waters" meeting 
with national fishing organisations 
was only held in Auckland for the 
convenience of the Auckland 

A thank you from Nelson, Alan & Laurel to those that attended the 
SECURING A FISHING FUTURE  

Meeting held on Friday 26 March 2010 at the Bucklandôs Beach Yacht Club 
 

Read more by clicking on to the two documents below 
 

SECURING A FISHING FUTURE Record of meeting 26 March 2010 [ 275 

kb ] - 

SECURING A FISHING FUTURE Auckland Presentation 2010 [ 2.2 mb ] - 

http://www.recfish.co.nz/index.cfm/Recfish_NZ_Archives_2010_to_2019/2010/SECURING_A_FISHING_FUTURE_Record_of_meeting_26_March_2010.html/SECURING_A_FISHING_FUTURE_Record_of_meeting_26_March_2010.pdf
http://www.recfish.co.nz/index.cfm/Recfish_NZ_Archives_2010_to_2019/2010/SECURING_A_FISHING_FUTURE_Auckland_Presentation_2010.html/SECURING_A_FISHING_FUTURE_Auckland_Presentation_2010.pdf
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Recreational lobby wanting quota cut 
Gisborne Herald 

April 2010 

 

Recreational representatives walked 
away from the CRA3 Forum, frustrated 
at what they saw as lack of 
compromise by commercial interests, 
conflict of interest by customary 
representatives and bias against 
recreational fishing by the Ministry of 
Fisheries. 
 
Former recreational representative 
Alain Jorion says the quota should 
have been cut. 
 
"We are very disappointed that the 
commercial catch will not be reduced. 
Many thousands of people submitted in 
favour of the proposal." 
 
Claims the fishery was at its lowest 
point ever between 1989 to 1992 were 
misleading, because at that time there 
was no concession allowing 
commercial fishermen to take lobsters 
in winter that were 2mm smaller across 
the tail than recreational fishermen 
were allowed to take, said Mr Jorion                

"Since the undersized concession was 
introduced in 1993, commercial 
'catchability' has improved enormously 
and a whole new age class was opened 
for harvest.  
 
"Today, in 2010, the concession distorts 
this commercial 'catchability' and allows 
much greater catches than the public 
could dream about.         

"The Fishery Act 1996 states the 
minister must allow for our social, 
cultural and economic wellbeing.  
 
"Around the East Coast, commercial get 
first crack at the crayfish pie and our 
people get the dregs." 
 
Recreational fishing representatives are 
seeking advice on MFish's failure to 
consider equity of access to fish in 
CRA3 area 910 (the area closest to 
Gisborne city). 
 
There has been a failure to address the 

two main issues the working group was 
originally set up to address around 
2005 by David Benson Pope, says 
John Friend of Amateur Fishing News. 
 
"The issues are whether or not 
commercial fishermen are given an 
access advantage in winter, and the 
inter-sector spatial conflict - whether 
there is increased spatial overlap 
between commercial and non-
commercial fishermen in CRA3. 
 
"Neither of the above two issues have 
been resolved, nor for that matter were 
they discussed at the meetings other 
than briefly at the very start." 
 
Had these issues been discussed as 
was the original reason for the group, 
common ground would likely have been 
found, said Mr Jorion.  

 

trawling, or Danish seining and all 

snapper fishing using a surrounding net 

(that is not a drag net) if the commercial 

catch of snapper in Tasman and Golden 

Bays (an area known as statistical area 

038) exceeds 100 tonnes by the end of 

February. 

Commercial catch reports show 

snapper catch in the area at the end of 

February exceeded 100 tonnes, 

therefore the inner waters of Tasman 

Bay must now be closed to commercial 

fishing using the specified fishing 

methods. 

Commercial fishing by other methods 

The inner Tasman Bay is to be closed 

to commercial fishing using some 

fishing methods from 27 April 2010 

until the start of the next fishing year 

on 1 October 2010. Inner Tasman 

Bay Commercial Fishing Closure 

The inner Tasman Bay is to be closed 

to commercial fishing using some 

fishing methods from 27 April 2010 

until the start of the next fishing year 

on 1 October 2010. 

Under Fisheries Regulations, the Chief 

Executive of the Ministry of Fisheries is 

required to close the inner Tasman 

Bay to all commercial fishing using pair 

such as single trawling and long-lining 

is not affected by the closure. 

The fishery will reopen for all 

commercial fishers once the new 

fishing year starts on 1 October 2010. 

This closure does not affect 

recreational or customary fishing for 

snapper in Tasman Bay and all normal 

recreational fishing rules apply. 

A map of the closed area will be 

available on the Ministry of Fisheries 

website at www.fish.govt.nz 

 

 

Inner Tasman Bay Commercial Fishing Closure 

14
th

 April 2010 

Press Release ï Ministry of Fisheries 

 

http://www.fish.govt.nz/
http://business.scoop.co.nz/2010/04/14/inner-tasman-bay-commercial-fishing-closure/
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Article Continued on next page 

Impressive catch helps raise money for hospice 
by  Ellen Irvine  

 22nd April 2010  

 

 
Stan Barlow with two snapper he caught 
during the Western Bay Services Fishing 

Competition 

 

As fishing yarns go, they don't get 

much better than this. 

Stan Barlow caught the biggest 

snapper at the Western Bay Services 

Fishing Competition, with a fish 

weighing in at 7.07kg. It was the catch 

of his life and it helped raise money for 

Waipuna Hospice. 

But despite his impressive catch, it's 

the second-biggest snapper which will 

nephew and brother-in-law, who are 

both police officers. 

The three-day competition included 

about 215 anglers, who were made up 

of serving and former police officers,  

with their fishing pals. 

Each boat had to have a police officer 

or former police officer among its crew, 

with the small number of boats that do 

not meet this criteria needing approval. 

About 60 boats took to the water  in the 

competition, which finished yesterday 

and raised money for Waipuna Hospice. 

It is not yet known how much was 

raised. 

The biggest fish caught overall was a 

21kg kingfish. 

Mr Archibald said police officers from as 

far afield as Auckland and Palmerston 

North took part. 

"The fishing was really good, better than 

previous years. It's a good way of 

mixing with the community. We've had 

police staff from all over the country and 

the local community, and local guys 

offered to take the police staff on 

boats." 

 

be the subject of fishing yarns for years 

to come. That catch was remarkable 

because it was caught out of a kayak. 

"The guy caught one just about the 

same size as mine out of a kayak, and 

we were in a 7.3m boat," he chuckled. 

"That was quite an achievement." 

The fishing kayaker, who landed a 

whopping 6.8kg snapper, was 

Constable Carl McLaughlin of 

Tauranga South station. 

One of the competition's organisers, 

Senior Sergeant Dave Archibald, 

described the catch as "the story of the 

tournament". 

"It's probably the first time we've had a 

kayak in the competition, and to catch 

the second biggest snapper out of a 

kayak [is amazing]." 

But Mr Barlow's winning catch was 

followed just a few minutes later by 

another snapper, which turned out to 

be the third-biggest. 

"The first one was the biggest snapper 

I've ever caught, and to get another 

one just a bit smaller was incredible," 

the semi-retired forestry contractor 

said.  

"Yesterday was one out off the box. It 

was brilliant." 

The Pyes Pa man was fishing with his 

 
The  Waitara was heading out across 

the infamous Hokianga Bar when the 

18.3m vessel was hit by what skipper 

Rob Saunders called "a rogue wave" 

about 10am yesterday. 

The impact shattered five windows at 

the front of the cabin, ripped off 

spotlights and demolished a screen 

around the bridge. 

The rush of water through the cabin 

blew out the rear windows and sent the 

vessel's radios and even the stove 

flying onto the deck. 

blowing down the harbour it would have 

chopped up badly on the bar," Mr 

Penney said. 

With 4000 litres of sea water still on 

board the skipper made the decision to 

cross the bar about 11.40am. 

The Waitara was shadowed by the 

Northland Electricity Rescue Helicopter 

during the eight-minute crossing. 

Pilot Steve Couchman said the vessel 

risked taking on more water, so the 

team was ready to winch the skipper 

and two young crewmen from the water. 

"We had a winch operator ready and 

had a guy in a wetsuit just in case the 

crew had to abandon their boat," he 

said. 

Omapere Fire Brigade senior station 

officer Graham Morris said without 

being pumped out first, the boat would 

not have made it back over the bar. 

The forward cabin was filled with water 

Worse, the boat took on 10,000 litres - 

that's 10 tonnes - of water. 

Worried family members gathered on 

Signal Station Rd on South Head, 

where they had a clear view as the 

drama unfolded. 

Northland police Search and Rescue 

incident controller Spence Penney said 

the skipper did not make a distress 

call, but was concerned the boat had 

more water on board than its pumps 

could handle. 

The Hokianga Coastguard rescue 

vessel took two portable pumps, three 

firefighters, an ambulance officer and a 

policeman out to the stricken fishing 

boat. 

With high tide and swells hitting three 

metres around midday, it became 

urgent that the Waitara got back 

across the bar. 

"With the outgoing tide and the wind 

Drama at sea: Freak wave smashes boat 

Northern Advocate  

20th April 2010  

by Kristin Edge and Peter de Graaf  
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Article continued on next page 

up to the deck and the bow was so low 

the boat would have "scooped up" the 

next big wave. 

Two firefighters went on board to 

operate the pumps, while another 

stayed on the Coastguard boat and Mr 

Morris parked the fire truck at South 

Head to run communications. 

The crew suffered only minor scrapes, 

he said. 

"The skipper was pretty stoic, pretty 

calm but the boys were a bit freaked 

out. There were a lot of hugs all round 

 
The Toi te Ora Public Health warning 

about paralytic shellfish poison 

remains in place after it was first 

issued just prior to Christmas. 

"Because of the persistent high 

levels of toxins, the health warning 

advising people not to collect or 

consume local shellfish remains in 

place," says medical officer of 

health Dr Phil Shoemack. 

better than his brother-in-law. 

"It's a mean bit of water. You've got to 

respect it." 

Owner Johnny Goodwin did not want 

to speculate about the accident while a 

Maritime New Zealand investigation 

was underway. 

The greatest damage was to the 

vessel's electronics. An insurance 

assessor was expected to make a 

estimate of the costs today 

 

when they got to Opononi wharf." 

Despite the heavy swell, Mr Saunders 

said the conditions were "just another 

day at the office". 

"It must have been a rogue wave. 

She's been through much bigger 

waves than that." 

The skipper's brother-in-law, Hokianga 

Express owner Peter Clark, was one of 

the first to be alerted. The Waitara's 

radios were wrecked but Mr Saunders 

managed to raise him on a cellphone. 

Mr Clark said few people knew the bar 

The affected length of coastline is from 

Tairua Harbour on the east coast of the 

Coromandel Peninsula right across the 

Bay of Plenty, including Tauranga 

Harbour, Maketu and Waihi estuaries 

and eastward as far as the mouth of 

the Whakatane River. 

There have been no recent reports of 

people becoming unwell after eating 

affected shellfish, but earlier this year 

Toi Te Ora Public Health received 

several reports of illness including two 

individuals who were admitted to 

hospital within hours of eating 

contaminated shellfish. 

"People are advised to practice caution 

and avoid eating locally harvested 

shellfish while the toxin levels are still 

high," says Phil. 

Symptoms can include numbness and 

tingling around the mouth as well as 

more severe neurological problems 

such as muscle weakness, un-

coordination, and problems breathing. 

Anyone with such symptoms should 

seek medical attention. 

The health warning affects all shellfish 

including mussels, pipi, tuatua, 

cockles, oysters, scallops, catseyes 

and kina (sea urchin). Paua, crayfish 

and crabs can still be taken but as 

always, the gut should be removed 

before cooking. 

 

Shellfish warning still active 
Sun Live 

14 Apr 2010 

 

Chasing the not-so humble eel 
By ZANE MIRFIN 
The Nelson Mail 

10/04/2010 

 

 
ZANE MIRFIN/Nelson Mail 

CATCH OF THE DAY: Mirfin boys Ike and Jake 
and their friend Andre Malthus know the ins and 

outs of eeling. 
  
OPINION: Let's face it, eels are not 
sexy beasts.  
With their slimy, serpent-like 
appearance they are never going to 
win a beauty contest.  
Despite their looks and reputation as a 
scavenger of the fishy world, they are 
remarkably well-adapted to their watery 
environment, fulfilling an important 

ecological niche and being an 
important indicator of water quality. 
They taste good too and "tuna", as they 
are known to Maori, have always been 
a major dietary component of tribal life, 
allowing inland habitation far away from 
the fertile coastal zone.  
In recent decades they have also 
become an important commercial 
fishery managed by the Ministry of 
Fisheries under the Quota 
Management System. Forest and Bird 
is scathing in its condemnation of 
commercial eel fishing, claiming that 
longfin eels are now an endangered 
species.  
Almost every small child in New 
Zealand has a tale of going eeling and 
my childhood memories are rich with 
tales of chasing the humble eel. 
Whether by net, hook, hand, spear or 
gaff, chasing eels became all 
consuming and the local eels were in 
grave danger during school holidays. 

The best time to catch eels was 
always the months with an "r" in them. 
During the cold winter months of May, 
June, July and August most eels go 
into a dormant phase and fishing is 
generally a waste of time. As kids we 
would pour rotten eggs, blood, meat 
scraps and fish berley into the water to 
attract eels to the hook or spear, and 
later, when allowed to go out after dark 
with torches, we became even more 
successful.  
One small stream that flowed in a 
drain down Richmond's Beach Rd was 
a favourite daytime haunt and we 
would spend hours turning over rocks 
and spearing the small eels 
underneath. One friend used a carving 
fork as a spear but got more than he 
bargained for one day when he spied a 
large tail poking out from under a 
bank. Down went the spear and the 
angry eel wrapped all the way up his 
arm trying to bite his face. The 
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Stuart Prior has had links with Russia 
for 30 years.  
As a student he was influenced by a 
Russian lecturer. As a young diplomat, 
he was involved with Russian fishing 
companies in negotiations surrounding 
New Zealand's economic zone. And 
from 2003 to 2006 he was New 
Zealand's ambassador to Russia.  
Last year he returned to New Zealand 
as a business consultant, for firms 
wanting to trade with Russia.  
He holds an abiding fascination with 
the place and has seen New Zealand's 
attitude towards Russia change over 
the years. In the 1970s, he says, there 
was initial suspicion when Russia 
began buying much of New Zealand's 
butter and meat.  
After the fall of the Soviet Union, the 
Dairy Board began looking for other 
products to buy, such as Lada cars, to 
offset Russia's debt. Television 
advertising was so cheap at the time 
that Anchor had the sixth highest profile 
of any brand in Russia.  
However, when the Russian 
government defaulted on its loans in 
1998, many foreign investors, including 
the Dairy Board, pulled out completely.  
To New Zealand exporters, Russia 
became a dumping ground for products 
that would sell nowhere else. And that 

screams were priceless and we 
eventually managed to prise the eel 
free while also learning a valuable 
lesson that eels should always be 
speared behind the head.  
Although it sounds barbaric now, 
catching eels was a lot of fun and we 
learnt a lot about life in the process. My 
kids are now interested in eeling too 
and it's been great helping them learn 
about water and what lives within. 
We've even become more ecologically 
friendly, letting most eels go unharmed.  
In New Zealand, we have two species 
of eel, the short-finned eel (Anguilla 
australis) that occurs throughout New 
Zealand, Australia and much of the 
South Pacific, and the longfin (Anguilla 
dieffenbachia) which is unique to New 
Zealand.  
Longfin eels can grow to large sizes 
with the females typically twice as long 
as males, with an exceptional 
specimen growing to two metres in 
length and weighing up to 50kg.  
Longfin eels are the dominant South 
Island species and make up 40 per 
cent of the total allowable catch 
nationwide. Both species are 
diadromous, living at sea for the early 
stage of their life and returning to 
freshwater as juveniles until maturity 
and spawning back in the Pacific 
Ocean, thousands of kilometres from 

New Zealand.  
Short-fin eels breed in the ocean near 
the Coral Sea and New Caledonia 
while longfins breed in the deep Tonga 
trench. Breeding is an intense affair 
with an orgy of eels intertwining 
together by the hundreds to squeeze 
the last eggs and sperm from their 
bodies before dying. The larvae float on 
ocean currents for as long as 15 
months before reaching New Zealand 
and transforming into "glass" eels that 
ascend fresh waters and make their 
way upstream as elvers. Wild and 
boisterous waters are easily navigated 
and the young eels can even travel 
considerable distances over moist 
ground. Once the eels mature they 
head to sea to complete the circle of 
life.  
The story of the eels of Nelson Lakes 
National Park is particularly fascinating 
with many believed to be the oldest 
living eels in the world. Being some of 
the most inland lakes in New Zealand 
and being cold, deep, glacial waters, 
eel growth is slow. According to the 
National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research's Don Jellyman, 
who assisted me with my masters 
thesis on trout back in 1990, the female 
lake eels grow at about 9mm per year 
with the average migratory adult eel 
being 93 years old.  

With the Nelson Lakes offering 17 per 
cent of the total area of New Zealand 
lakes unaffected by hydroelectricity 
development and no commercial or 
recreational eel fishing, they are an 
important genetic reservoir for the 
longfin eel.  
Over the years I've encountered lots of 
eels on hunting and fishing trips. Night 
fishing for big brown trout in 
Canterbury's Lake Ellesmere and 
Rakaia Lagoon has been frightening at 
times when surrounded by hordes of 
eels while standing in the deep water 
and mud. My advice when you feel light 
tapping on your waders is to not turn 
your headlight on and look down.  
Our last family eeling trip at Easter was 
a lot of fun. With an approaching front, 
we only had an hour or two to coax an 
eel or two from under a big willow tree 
on Marlborough's Wairau River. With 
rotten eggs and a dead rabbit for bait 
and a couple of handlines, the seven 
kids had a ball. Before the rain hit, we 
managed three nice eels that excited 
the kids and gave them some great 
stories to tell their mates when they get 
back to school. Maybe when they learn 
about the birds and the bees, they 
might appreciate eels even more.  

 

lack of long-term vision was 
unfortunate, Mr Prior says.  
"New Zealand no longer had a 
consistent strategy with Russia, it didn't 
have a big company presence, which in 
the Russian economy is actually very 
necessary. You need size in order to 
create interest from the Russian side, 
you need size in order to have 
somebody's pockets which are deep 
enough to cope with the inevitable ups 
and downs."  
Mr Prior laments the disappearance of 
Kiwi entrepreneurs, such as deer 
farmer and velvet exporter Sir Tim 
Wallis, who were among the first 
Westerners to explore Russia. He says 
New Zealand needs to think more 
strategically about Russia.  
"Russia is the biggest meat purchaser 
in the world. Buys something like 1.4 
million tonnes of meat a year. Russia 
has a population of 20-plus million 
Muslims. Muslims eat sheep. Where is 
the New Zealand strategy for selling 
sheep meat to Russia?  
"When you look at Russia, just as when 
we started to look seriously at China 30 
years ago, you have to have at least 
some people who say, `in 20 years' 
time, 30 years' time, this relationship is 
going to be very important to New 
Zealand'."  

We also ignore Russia's potential 
impact on world affairs and New 
Zealand export markets at our peril, he 
says. "Russia has 20 per cent of the 
world's fresh water, 25 per cent of the 
forests, so it's an integral part of the 
climate change equation."  
Russia is also the world's leading oil 
exporter and a major source of gas and 
timber. If it again becomes a major 
meat and dairy producer, it is likely to 
have a major effect on Europe's 
attitude to agricultural exports.  
"As a non-subsidised producer of dairy 
products, then the economic case for a 
common agricultural policy in Europe 
would be significantly affected."  
Mr Prior admires the resilience of the 
Russians, who, after 70 years of 
communism, proved 
entrepreneurialism and religion were 
never dead. He says there is much 
Kiwis would find in common with 
Russians, including a love of 
barbecues, the outdoors and a 
pioneering spirit. They are also 
similarly isolated ï not by "an ocean of 
water but an ocean of land".  
"They sit in this most colossal country, 
and when you look at Russia, you are 
just flabbergasted by the size of it."  

 

Ignore Russia at our peril, former diplomat warns 
By CATHERINE HARRIS 

BusinessDay 
10/04/2010 
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Greg Hornblow, left, and Derek Taylor 

struck a good bite in the Rangitoto 

Channel. Photo / Geoff Thomas 

Successful fishing for snapper is all 

about working the currents. With tides 

now forecast so accurately along with 

the heights of the tides, which affects 

the strength of the current, it is not 

difficult for a canny fisherman to predict 

when the good snapper fishing will 

come on. 

Some people won't even put the boat in 

the water unless the tide on the 

Waitemata is 3.3m. A 3.5m tide is as 

high as it gets in a normal year. 

If you study the tide tables you will note 

that for two weeks of the month you will 

have small tides, in the 2.7m to 3m 

range, and for the other two weeks of 

the month you get the better fishing 

tides, from 3m to 3.5m. 

For half of the year the small tides will 

soon after. 

Dunedin Marine Search and Rescue 

chairman Martin Balch said there had 

been two "near misses" in the past five 

months where people were lucky not to 

have drowned at Cape Saunders. 

In November, a 30-year-old fisherman 

was washed off the rocks, suffering a 

dislocated knee and two broken ankles. 

He was lucky to be rescued by a 

passing fishing boat, Mr Balch said. 

In February, an 18-year-old woman 

received cuts and lacerations when she 

was swept off the rocks. She was saved 

by her 22-year-old partner. 

 

Mr Balch said the Korean man's death 

"is the third incident in just under five 

months. It doesn't make me feel very 

good." 

"People aren't learning lessons here. 

"In this area, we have been lucky notto 

The main factors are the size of the 

tide, the position and phase of the 

moon, and the timing of the tide in 

relation to the weather. The optimum 

conditions are when the wind and tide 

are running the same way, which will 

happen for at least six hours of each 

day. It is always good to start fishing at 

low tide and fish the incoming, providing 

the wind is favourable. When this 

coincides with first light in the morning, 

it does not get any better. 

It is not how much time is spent on the 

water that matters, but how much 

quality time is spent working the tides. 

The summer fishing season, which is 

starting to wind down, has been a 

strange one with snapper proving 

elusive most of the time. The fish can 

be there, with schools showing up on 

the screen of the fish finder, but they 

won't bite. 

Or the bites are so tentative they are 

attributed to baby fish. In fact, they are 

often good-sized snapper, and when 

using a short trace the strike is not even 

discovered until the line is wound in to 

check the bait. What has happened is 

that the fish has swallowed the bait and 

swum up the current towards the boat 

coincide with the new moon and the 

large tides with the full moon, and 

conversely for the other six months. 

For example, this month the big tides 

on our favourite playground, the 

Waitemata Harbour - for that read 

Motuihe Channel and environs - were 

around the full moon this week and the 

small tides were leading up to the new 

moon two weeks earlier. 

 

The tide times calendar is a good 

source of information as it gives tide 

times, bite times, moon phases and 

moonrise and moonset times for every 

day. 

These extras are important because 

the fishing is better when the moon is 

visible, in other words when it has 

popped over the horizon, and at key 

bite times, which are when the moon is 

directly overhead (the best one); or is 

directly underfoot, beaming down on 

China or somewhere exotic where the 

snapper fishing is probably not of 

major concern to the local population. 

So with all this data at hand it is not 

difficult to plan fishing trips well in 

advance, once you know what you are 

looking for. 

A Korean man was swept to his death 

off the rocks at Cape Saunders 

yesterday, becoming the first rock-

fishing fatality on the Otago coastline 

in about a decade. 

Senior Sergeant Craig Brown of 

Dunedin said the 51-year-old was with 

family and friends preparing to fish off 

the rocks when he was caught by a 

large wave and swept into the sea. 

The four people with him had difficulty 

raising the alarm because they had 

only one cellphone, which was in their 

car, and the victim had the keys in his 

pocket. 

The man's companions smashed a 

window to retrieve the phone and 

emergency services were called at 

11.20am. 

Mr Brown said a water rescue team on 

the Otago regional rescue helicopter 

recovered the man's body off the cape 

Wave sweeps rock fisherman to his death 
Otago Daily Times 

Tuesday Apr 6, 2010 

 

have a fatality before now," he said. 

Mr Brown and Mr Balch said the 

conditions were very dangerous at the 

time of the man's drowning and not 

appropriate for rock fishing. Swells 

could be irregular and unpredictable. 

Witnesses said there were 3-4m swells 

and the waves were crashing 15m up 

the rock face. 

Mr Balch said anyone considering rock 

fishing should research changes in 

tides and weather patterns for their 

fishing day, and should be suitably 

dressed in bright clothing and a 

lifejacket. 

He also believed the Korean's fishing 

group should have sat for half an hour, 

watching the surf from a safe distance, 

to see what the swell was doing before 

they went on to the rocks. 

 

Fishing: Current events 
NZ Herald 

4:00 AM Sunday Apr 4, 2010 
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and when the line goes light, it reacts. 

Seasoned Auckland charter skipper 

Alan Viskovitch likens it to playing with 

a kitten and teasing it with a fluffy ball 

on a string. "If you pull it away the 

kitten stops playing, but if you just 

move it a tiny bit at a time the kitten 

follows. 

It is the same with snapper at the 

moment. If you strike hard at the first 

nibble you are just pulling the bait 

away from the fish. 

The trick, he says, is to let the fish 

chew on it, and just move the bait very 

slowly so it thinks it is getting away. 

The approach works, as his charter 

parties find every day of the week. The 

other factor is to use bait which will 

resist the attentions of small fish, so 

that the activity will attract larger ones. 

Squid is one of the best, but cut into 

thin sections - like the squid rings that 

arrive on the plate - and then threaded 

on to the hook as many times as 

possible so it is not easily pulled off by 

small teeth. 

Then there are all the fresh bait options 

like kahawai, piper and yellowtails or 

other mackerel. But, again, the 

frustration of fish behaviour is displayed 

when many baits are ignored and the 

snapper accept only squid. But that is 

what makes the game so challenging - 

and rewarding when everything comes 

together. 
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Press Ctrl +click to follow link 

 

Fishing Rules  

choose the region where you want to fish for the rules in that area 

Report Illegal Fishing Activity 

fill out this online form or phone 0800 4 Poacher (0800 4 76224) 

Regulation27A of the Fisheries Amateur Fishing Regulations 1986 

 

Latest News from the  

Ministry of Fisheries 
 

Ministry to open new office in fishing hot spot  

The Ministry of Fisheries announced today that it will be opening a new office in Kaikoura later... 

 [23 April 2010] 

South Island black market fish sales stopped in their tracks  

The Ministry of Fisheries has stopped a number of South Island commercial fish dealers who have... 

 [23 April 2010] 

Major recreational fishing survey gets go-ahead  

The largest study into recreational fishing in a decade will commence this year, Fisheries and... 

 [22 April 2010] 

Greedy snapper thieves lose car and boat, face likely prosecution  

Two men who took 130 snapper and then tried to hide them from Fishery Officers have had their car... 

 [15 April 2010] 

 

HOT TOPICS 

 

Review of Sustainability Measures for CRA 3, CRA 4, and CRA 7 Red Rock Lobster Fisheries for 1 April 2010 

 

Aquaculture ï Consultation on the report of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 

 

Regulatory measures to support the introduction of Patagonian toothfish into the Quota Management System 

on 1 October 2010 

http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Upper+North+Island/Northland/?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=Presentati
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Upper+North+Island/Hauraki+Gulf+BOP/?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=Presentati
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Upper+North+Island/Hauraki+Gulf+BOP/?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=Presentati
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Upper+North+Island/West+Coast/default.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=Presentati
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Upper+North+Island/West+Coast/default.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic&WBCMODE=Presentati
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Lower+North+Island/NI+SW/Meeting+4+-+10+Nov+2007.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic%252526WBCMODE
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Lower+North+Island/NI+SW/Meeting+4+-+10+Nov+2007.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic%252526WBCMODE
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Lower+North+Island/NI+SE/Meeting+1+-+04+Nov+2006.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic%26WBCMODE&MSHiC=65001&L=10&W=central+north+Island+Forum%20&Pre=%3Cspan%20class%3d'SearchHighlight'%3E&Post=%3C/span%3E
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Lower+North+Island/NI+SE/Meeting+1+-+04+Nov+2006.htm?wbc_purpose=Basic%26WBCMODE&MSHiC=65001&L=10&W=central+north+Island+Forum%20&Pre=%3Cspan%20class%3d'SearchHighlight'%3E&Post=%3C/span%3E
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Top+of+South+Island/default.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Recreational+Forums/Top+of+South+Island/default.htm
http://fpcs.fish.govt.nz/FishPlanComplex.aspx?ID=43
http://fpcs.fish.govt.nz/FishPlanComplex.aspx?ID=43
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Fishery+Management+Areas/default.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Feedback+and+Complaints/Report+Illegal+Fishing+Activity/default.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Recreational/Regulation+27A.htm?WBCMODE=PresentationUnpublished%2b%2b
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Press/Ministry+to+open+new+office+in+fishing+hot+spot.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Press/South+Island+black+market+fish+sales+stopped+in+their+tracks.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Press/Major+recreational+fishing+survey+gets+go-ahead.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Press/Greedy+snapper+thieves.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Consultations/Archive/2010/Review+of+Sustainability+Measures+for+Red+Rock+Lobster+Fisheries+for+1+April+2010/default.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Consultations/Restarting+Aquaculture/default.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Consultations/Regulatory+measures+to+support+the+introduction+of+Patagonian+toothfish/default.htm
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Consultations/Regulatory+measures+to+support+the+introduction+of+Patagonian+toothfish/default.htm

